
Dear Prospective Neuroscience Ph.D. Students, 

I trust this letter finds you in high spirits, eagerly contemplating your academic and research journey 

in the captivating realm of neuroscience. As a former student who had the privilege of studying in 

Professor Takebayashi's lab, I would like to wholeheartedly recommend this lab as the ideal place to 

pursue your Ph.D. in neuroscience. 

The decision to embark on a Ph.D. journey is momentous, and it's crucial to choose an environment 

that aligns with your research interests, values, and aspirations. Having spent several years in 

Professor Takebayashi's lab, I can confidently say that it offers an exceptional platform for academic 

and personal growth. Professor Takebayashi's positivity and understanding not only made research 

highly enjoyable for me but also ignited my passion for research, and I believe you will share a similar 

experience. 

 

Here are some compelling reasons why I believe you should strongly consider joining the Takebayashi 

lab: 

1. Expert Mentorship: Professor Takebayashi is not only a highly regarded scientist but also an 

incredibly supportive mentor. Their guidance and commitment to their students' success are 

unrivaled. I came here with no prior research experience, but thanks to their support, I found 

the journey through my Ph.D. program seamless. Expect personalized mentorship that 

nurtures your research skills, facilitating your growth into an independent researcher. 

2. Cutting-Edge Research: The lab is at the forefront of neuroscience research. The projects are 

intellectually stimulating, and you'll have the opportunity to work on groundbreaking research 

that contributes to our understanding of the brain and its functions. 

3. Collaborative Environment: The lab promotes a collaborative atmosphere where students are 

encouraged to share ideas, collaborate with fellow lab members, and engage in 

interdisciplinary research. This collaborative spirit is instrumental in solving complex scientific 

questions. 

4. State-of-the-Art Facilities: You'll have access to state-of-the-art laboratories and equipment, 

which are essential for conducting high-impact research. The lab is well-equipped to support a 

wide range of experimental techniques and methodologies. 

5. Inclusive Community: The Takebayashi lab is more than just a research space; it's a close-knit 

community of scientists. You'll find a supportive network of colleagues who share your passion 

for neuroscience and are eager to help you succeed. 

6. Publication and Presentation Opportunities: Professor Takebayashi places a strong emphasis 

on disseminating research findings. You'll have the opportunity to publish in reputable journals 

and present your work at conferences, helping you build a strong academic portfolio. 



7. Career Advancement: The skills and knowledge you acquire in the Takebayashi lab will pave 

the way for a successful career in academia, industry, or any neuroscience-related field. Many 

lab alumni have gone on to make significant contributions to the field. 

 

I encourage you to reach out to Professor Takebayashi, discuss your research interests, and learn 

more about the exciting research projects currently underway in the lab. This will give you a deeper 

insight into how your goals align with the lab's focus. 

Thanks to the education I received in my Ph.D. program here, I am currently continuing my work as a 

postdoc at Uconn Health in Connecticut, USA. Should you have any questions or wish to hear more 

about my experiences in the lab, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at 

minhdang87@gmail.com. I would be delighted to provide further insights and guidance 

 

In conclusion, choosing the right Ph.D. program and lab is a pivotal decision that will shape your 

future. I can say with confidence that joining Professor Takebayashi's lab was one of the best 

decisions I made in my academic journey. I hope you will consider this incredible opportunity and 

embark on this rewarding path of exploration and discovery in the Takebayashi lab. 

Wishing you the very best in your academic pursuits, and I hope to welcome you to the vibrant and 

intellectually stimulating community of the Takebayashi lab. 

 

Warm regards, 

TRAN MINH DANG. (2019-2023) 


